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  Her path to Holy Savior Catholic Academy 
was not one she had mapped out. Yet for Dr. 
Delia Shropshire, the school is exactly where 
God wanted her.  How else to explain the 
chain of extraordinary events that led her 
into the field of education and later brought 
her to Wichita?  Her path was one wi th 
many obstacles and challenges ð the kind that 
life throws many people.  Still, she endured, 
persevered, and came to lead the school 
where her vision is not yet fulfilled. 
Early years  
  Delia is the youngest of nine children born 
in Baltimore, Md. to Bernardine and Jerome 
Shropshire. Deliaõs mother was a cradle 
Catholic whose familyõs heritage traces to 
Cuba. Deliaõs great, great grandmother mar-
ried an African American solider during the 
Spanish-American War and he brought them 
to Baltimore after the war. Her father is from 
Chattanooga, Tenn. and joined the Catholic 
Church after his marriage to Bernardine.  He 
later became one of the first, if not the first, 
African-American Grand Knights of the St. 
Lawrence Council in Baltimore.  While her 
older siblings went to Catholic schools, Delia 
was unable to because her family could no 
longer afford the cost for all the children in 
the family. 
  That experience in her life is a personal ex-

ample of why she is such a 
believer in the stewardship 
model of Catholic education 
in the Diocese of Wichita. 
  òThatõs one of the beauties 
of our stewardship -- large 
families do have the chance to 
send all their children to 
Catholic schools,ó Delia said. 
òThatõs one of the reasons 
why I get it.ó 
 Delia loved the Catholic 
Church as a child. 
òI was one of the children 
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who always wanted to go to church,ó she 
said. 
  Her mother was a Sunday School teacher 
at Blessed Sacrament in Baltimore and 
began taking Delia with her to the first-
grade class, she recalled, when Delia was 
just four years old.  Delia moved through 
the Sunday school quickly and completed 
the classes, which went up to the eighth 
grade, two years early.  She was active in 
the Catholic Youth Organization, which 
she was president of.  By age 14, Delia was 
teaching a newly-formed pre-kindergarten 
class at Sunday School. 
  òI always had that knack with kids,ó she 
said.  
  It was a gift that even educators in her 
public school recognized and utilized.  If a 
teacher was running late, for example, the 
principal would call on Delia to come to 
supervise students until the teacher ar-
rived. 
  òThey could never figure out why the 
kids would listen to me,ó Delia recalled. 
òMy mother, when I graduated, asked 
ôwhereõs her check?õó 
  Delia attended what she called one of 
the best public high schools in Baltimore, 
Western High School, which was an all-
girls school.   
                           cont. p.2 

 Dr. Shropshireõs Path to Holy Savior Part of Godõs Plan 

  Holy Savior Catholic Church 

hosted an event to discuss and 

memorialize the 1965 plane crash 

at 20th Street and Piatt that killed 

30 people. The event on Feb. 8 

included a panel discussion, a 

memorial service, and a Power-

Point presentation from D.W. 

Carter, author of òMayday Over 

Wichita: The Worst Military 

Aviation Disaster in Kansas His-

tory,ó a book with extensive de-

tails about the crash. On Jan. 16, 

1965, a KC-135 tanker carrying fuel 

crashed into the residential area 

near 20th and Piatt, killing 23 resi-

dents and the seven crew members.   

 The event was sponsored by the 

African American Catholic Council 

of Wichita, Holy Savior, and the 

Kansas African American Mu-

seum.  It was held in recognition of 

Black History Month. 

                                             J. Rodriguez     
L-R, Author, D.W. Carter,  Fr. James Billin-

ger, Pastor Holy Savior Catholic Church and 

Councilwoman Lavonta Williams  
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  Dr. Shropshire cont.  

The next step  
  When Delia had her first child, she de-
cided she wanted her children to attend 
Catholic school. She walked into the of-
fice of St. Katharine of Siena Catholic 
School, an inner-city school in Baltimore, 
and there in the office was one of her 
college friends, Kirk Gaddy. 
òHe said, ôDelia, why arenõt you teach-
ing?õó Delia recalled. òHe said, ôyou know 
thatõs where youõre supposed to be.õó 
  Delia agreed to volunteer at the school 
on occasion and was a substitute teacher 
for a year while she continued a full-time 
job in computer-related work at a health 
profession organization. By the following 
year, the principal at the school had of-
fered her a position as a fifth-grade 
teacher. After some reflection and con-
sultation, she agreed to take the position. 
  òThat opportunity to say ôyesõ to my 
calling is what actually led me directly to 
be in Wichita today,ó Delia said. òThat 
was the moment that changed my path.ó 
  She stayed with that same group of stu-
dents from her fifth-grade class as they 
continued through middle school. She 
became middle school team leader and 
eventually vice principal of the school. 
  Deacon Ron Ealey and a search com-
mittee selected Gaddy to come to HSCA 
as principal.  But health problems with his 
mother forced him to turn down the job 
at Holy Savior and he recommended a 
colleague, Kevin Parson.  While Parson 
was in Wichita, he called Delia and asked 
if she would consider coming with him to 
Holy Savior as a colleague if he accepted 
the position.  She came and spent a week 
at the school and parish. During that 
time, she had come to know some of the 
students, and one of them had come up 
to her to share how happy she was that 
she passed a test Delia had briefly 
worked with during that week. 
  òWhen I was coming to say ôbye,õ that 
student looked at me and said, ôyouõre 

  We were taught that as women that 
we had good minds, we were taught 
that we were relevant, we were wor-
thy, and to be confident,ó Delia said. 
òSo some of my demeanor about who I 
am, part of it comes from my faith, but 
part of it I owe to that that Western 
training because they told us, as 
women, we could do anything.ó 
  Interestingly, the path that the bus 
she took every day to high school im-
pacted where she chose to attend col-
lege. 
  She took that bus every day, home 
and back, down a street called Cold 
Spring Lane. And along the way she 
would pass a Catholic university cam-
pus, Loyola College (now Loyola Uni-
versity Maryland). 
  òIn four years, I never saw an Africian
-American go in or come out ð ever,ó 
Delia recalled. òOne day, I was sitting 
on the bus and I said, ôIõm going to that 
school.õ And I wanted to because I 
never had the opportunity to go to 
Catholic school, I thought it would be 
good to go to a Catholic college.ó 
  Part of her thinking in that was that 
she wanted to serve as a role model.  
She thought in some way that should 
any other African-American saw her 
on campus, they could think it was 
possible for them to attend school 
there as well. 
  òI was already thinking about being 
active, already being that example,ó she 
said. òI think that came from my up-
bringing, my parents, really pushed 
education.  They were active in the 
community organizations, and active in 
the church. And then my high school 
experience, all that helped form me to 
be thinking in that way.ó 
  She attended Loyola on scholarship.  
And while she had continued teaching 
Sunday School through her college 
years and thought it might be her fu-
ture, she was burned out with teaching. 
òI thought I liked to teach,ó she said, 
ôbut I wasnõt sure anymore.ó 
  She graduated from Loyola in four 
years with a degree in business admini-
stration and management information 
systems. 
  She went into the work world in vari-
ous positions, including in business 
offices for hospitals and working as a 
manager trainee for a food store chain. 
  The field of education did not appear 
to be on radar. But, as Delia noted, 
òGod had another plan.ó 
 
 

not staying?õ I said ôno, Iõve got a school 
back in Baltimore. Iõve got family in 
Baltimore. Iõve got to get home.õ She 
said, ôwell, if you canõt stay, take us 
with you.õó 
 That moment inspired her to take 
the position at Holy Savior. 
òItõs all Godõs providence,ó Delia said. 
òSt. Katharine was a wonderful experi-
ence for me, but I really feel it was all 
preparation for Holy Savior.  Every-
thing was in preparation for Holy Sav-
ior.ó 
  Difficult days  
  Just one year after she arrived to 
Holy Savior in 1998 (along with Parson 
and Warren Brice), Parson left the 
school and Delia was named interim 
principal. She continued her state certi-
fication to become an administrator.  
And she had two children while also 
raising a niece and nephew, Melvin 
Matthews, Sharron Matthews, Brandon 
Boyd, Dorian Boyd.  All of this on top 
of school duties that kept her at work 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. 
  After more reflection, she decided to 
stay and pursue her degree in educa-
tion.  She earned her education degree 
and then her masterõs degree in 2006. 
  And she soon was faced with tragedy.  
Her mother died in February 2006, just 
one month before she was to graduate.  
She decided to then pursue her doc-
torate degree and enrolled in a pro-
gram that August. 
  After her mother died in February 
2006, her stepfather passed in July 
2006 and her grandmother died in Sep-
tember that same year.  In early 2007, 
she took some time off from work for 
herself in the midst of all the tragedy.  
She was in Florida with Dorian with 
plans to visit Baltimore next.   
  But while in Florida, she received a 
phone call from her niece. There was a 

Delia reads ñUnder the Quilt of Nightò  
to 1st graders 

Delia advises Chess Club student on the 

importance of strategy in a chess game. 

cont. p3 
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and pre-med. During the spring 

semester, Tasia Roberts and Mystic 

Ross accompanied Señora Semen-

telli to Wichita State University to 

experience a Spanish course at the 

university level. These former Holy 

Savior Angels confidently partici-

pated in a class activity. Afterwards 

they spoke with the head of the 

Spanish department in regards to 

WSUõs travel abroad program in 

Puebla, Mexico. This exposure pro-

vided the opportunity for these 

Holy Savior alumni to experience 

the Spanish language beyond the 

walls of high school.        

 The Spanish curriculum at HSCA 

is focused on developing language 

skills, a love and understanding of 

the very diverse Hispanic culture, 

and the importance of the Catholic 

Church and the Catholic faith in 

this culture.  The goal these days is 

no longer to just prepare students 

for Spanish I, the bar has been 

raised due to the hard work of stu-

dents and the support of their par-

ents. 
 

                                                 staff 

 ñHola, Se¶ora!ó òBuenas tardes!ó 
can be heard as Señora Sementelli 

walks the halls of HSCA. In the past 

this wasnõt the case. Students were 

often times afraid of a being greeted 

in Spanish. They werenõt quite sure 

how to respond. Now the students 

proudly and respectfully greet their 

Spanish teacher as she approaches 

them in the hallway or as she enters 

their classroom.           

 The entire HSCA student body 

receives Spanish instruction once a 

week. Due to the fact that Spanish 

instruction begins at the preschool 

level, these younger students are 

excited about learning and donõt 

question the concept of learning a 

second language. Initially the goal of 

the program was to help prepare 

students for Spanish I at the high 

school level.             

 This instruction gave many the 

students the confidence and skills 

they needed to be successful in 

Spanish I.  Over the past 13 years, 

studentsõ skills and confidence have 

increased dramatically. In the past 

two years, four students have been 

placed into Spanish II at Kapaun Mount 

Carmel as freshmen. All four of these 

students have been successful at this 

level and are choosing to continue with 

the study of Spanish passed the two 

year requirement. Madeline Dougherty, 

a sophomore at Kapaun has an A in 

Spanish III and will be taking AP Spanish 

next year as a junior. Tasia Roberts 

currently a freshman will be taking 

Honors Spanish III as a sophomore. 

Tasia has a goal of double majoring in 

college. She has set the bar high. She 

would like to double major in Spanish 

Chris Sementelli  

fire at Deliaõs fatherõs home. Her 
father, stepmother and the three 
grandchildren they were raising were 
all killed in the fire. 
òI passed out,ó she said. 
  This was at the time that Holy Sav-
ior was about to transition and move 
to its current site, at 15th and Oliver, 
and it turned out it was a welcome 
move for both Delia personally and 
for the school. 
  òIt was a lift, a boost,ó she said. 
òFor me personally, things had 
started to settle down, and we were 
looking at being able to create some 
stability for the school.ó 
Looking forward  
  Some seven years after all that un-
certainty and tragedy, Delia is look-
ing forward to brighter days for the 
school. 
  òWe are preparing for our new 
future ð to come home, to finally 

come home,ó she said. 
  Sheõs referring to the proposed 
building project, in which a new Holy 
Savior Catholic Academy would re-
turn to the 13th and Erie location 
with a new church. 
  Sheõs pleased with recent accom-
plishments at the school.  For exam-
ple, the school has recently recorded 
its highest standardized test scores in 
years. The school was also recently 

selected to receive an Inter-Faith 
Ministries Humanitarian Award. And 
the school has greatly benefited from 
a 21st Century Community Learning 
Center grant, which has enable 
HSCA to provide additional educa-
tional opportunities for students 
after school and in the summer. 
  And last year, Delia received her 
doctorate degree in educational 
leadership from Capella University. 
  Delia next is looking forward to 
seeing that proposed building project 
become reality. 
  òThe new building,ó she said, 
òwould mark the fulfillment of Godõs 
promise to me. I liken it to the Isra-
elites being in the wilderness for 40 
years, and finally being able to settle.        
A church and a school in this com-
munity, working and serving this 
community  . . . would be a great day 
of joy and celebration and it would 
make it all worth it.ó 
                                                  J. Rodriguez 

  Dr. Shropshire cont.  

L-R, Fr. John Forkuoh, Dr, Delia 
Shropshire and Fr. Matthew Kumi-

Dodge City Diocese  

Chris Sementelli Spanish Instructor  
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Highlights from HSCA Black History Month Program  

K3 & K4 Classes recite òFoot O Jesusó by 
Langston Hughes, followed by the lyrics 

òThis Little Light of Mine ò 

Dancers  perform òBecause of Who Your Areó 

Third graders, òI have decided to stick with 
love. Hate is too great of a burden to bear.ó 

M.L. King 

Sixth  and seventh graders, òWagon  Wheelsó de-

piction of Nicodemus in Kansas. 

  More than 250 HSCA 
students,  family and 
friends gather at Holy 
Savior Catholic Church 
for its tribute to Black 
History Month.ôô High-
light of the evening was 
ñ The War on Drugs is a 
Metaphor for a War on 
Males of Color,ò pre-
sented by the HSCA  
Boys Rites of Passage.      
   (See story p.5) 

Priests From Dodge City Diocese Celebrate Mass at Holy 

  On Monday, February 24, 

2014 a special Mass with visit-

ing African priest from Dodge 

City Diocese was held at Holy 

Savior.  After Mass, Frs. Johen 

Forkuoh and Matthew Kumi 

held and open forum allowing 

HSCA students to ask ques-

tions regarding their native 

country and culture.  Many of 

the students came in their na-

tive attire or dressed in red, 

black or green. The most fre-

quent questions asked were 

related to their native cuisines. 

                                                staff   

HS parishioners and students pose with Fr. John 

Forkuoh and Fr. Matthew Kumi. 

 

First grader Nevaeh Gordon asked, 
ñWhat do the people in your coun-
try look like?ò 


